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Oak Tree Report 

Single Family Residence and Accessory Dwelling Unit 
4440 Park Aurora 

Calabasas, California 91302 

INTRODUCTION 

This Oak Tree Report was prepared at the request of Mr. Avi Siboni, Park Aurora LLC. Park 
Aurora LLC proposes to construct a two-story single-family residence and an Accessory 
Dwelling Unit (ADU) on the property located at 4440 Park Aurora, Calabasas, California. The 
site is currently undeveloped. 

There is one native oak tree located within the site. There are no Heritage oak trees on or 
overhanging the property. A Heritage oak is defined as an oak with a trunk diameter of at least 
24 inches as measured at breast height (dbh). There are no additional protected oak trees 
overhanging the site from adjacent properties. The subject oak tree will experience 
encroachment within its protected zone. 

This report was prepared in accordance with Section 17.26.070 of the Municipal Code of the 
City of Calabasas, relating to oak trees. The City of Calabasas lies within a unique area of Los 
Angeles County, the beauty and welfare of which is greatly enhanced by the presence of large 
numbers of oak trees and scrub oak habitat areas. Past development of the area resulted in 
removal of a great number of these trees and diminished resource habitat areas. Further 
destruction of these finite resources would detrimentally affect the ecosystem and aesthetics of 
the city. 

It is the policy of the city to preserve and enhance its ecosystem, one element being its 
inventory of oak trees and scrub oak habitat, due in part to their contribution to the hardwood 
canopy and wildlife habitat. Other identified benefits of oak trees and scrub oak habitat to the 
health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of Calabasas include but are not limited to, erosion 
control, solar benefits, dust control, visual enjoyment, energy reduction, property values and the 
sense of community and place created by the surrounding vistas. 

Any person or entity that owns, controls or has custody or possession of any real property within 
the city shall maintain all oak trees and scrub oak habitat located thereon in a state of good 
health pursuant to the most current “Oak Tree Preservation and Protection Guidelines” as 
adopted by a resolution of the City Council and which may be found on file in the office of the 
city clerk. 

SCOPE OF WORK 

The scope of work included a full ground field observation of the cultural and physical conditions 
of one protected oak tree located within the immediate vicinity of the subject project. A 
photograph for reference and record purposes is included in Appendix B. An Oak Tree Location 
Map created utilizing the grading plan is included in Appendix D. Original field data was 
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collected on April 13, 2023 by associate Certified Arborist Ann Burroughs. All information 
provided by the preparer is certified by the preparer to be true and correct as of the date of the 
field observations. 

TREE CHARACTERISTICS AND SITE CONDITIONS 

A reference number is shown for the protected tree on the Oak Tree Location Map in Appendix 
D. The number used was #70. The tree is a Quercus agrifolia, commonly referred to as coast 
live oak. The tree appears to have grown naturally in place. 

Detailed information with respect to trunk diameters, height, canopy dimensions, form, crown 
class, age class, and pruning history is provided for the subject tree on the Field Evaluation 
Form contained in Appendix A. 

As shown on the Oak Tree Location Map in Appendix D, the single protected oak tree is located 
within the northerly corner of the site, near Park Sienna, where the property lines form an 
approximately 43-degree angle.  

The site is a flat residential lot with the exception of the easternmost approximately 12 feet 
which slope steeply upward to the east. The site is located at the northeasterly corner of the 
intersection of Park Aurora and Park Sienna. The site is currently vacant. The property contains 
a number of species of mature fruit trees, several southern California black walnuts (Juglans 
californica) and a variety of ornamental trees and shrubs. 

Due to the presence of the on-site walnut trees the previous property owner engaged Mr. R. 
Mitchel Beauchamp, Pacific Southwest Biological Services, Inc. to prepare a report in response 
to a concern about the status of the Southern California Black Walnut Woodland in the vicinity of 
the parcel. The report, dated May 22, 2023 is attached as Appendix D. The report concludes 
that the three walnuts within the site do not constitute sensitive habitat. The report does state 
that consideration should be given to walnut trees present in the adjacent open space. This 
project would not impact those walnuts. 

TREE HEALTH 

The oak tree located within the immediate vicinity of the proposed construction exhibits normal 
foliage color and density with no signs of insects or disease. Its condition is Excellent, as noted 
on Table 1 in Appendix C. The tree exhibits co-dominant trunks and scaffold limbs. 

Detailed information with respect to tree health issues and defects is documented for the subject 
tree on the Field Evaluation Form contained in Appendix A. 

Tree # Botanical Name Trunk 
dbH (inches) 

Comments 

70 Quercus agrifolia 6, 5 near northerly corner of subject property 

The overall health and vigor rating was evaluated as follows: 

Tree #  Heath and Vigor 

70 A 
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VALUATION 

The value of the tree was calculated in accordance with the PRC standards of the City of 
Calabasas. Detailed calculations are provided in Table 1 and Table 2 in Appendix C. The total 
PRC value for the tree was calculated at $14,800. 

IMPACT ANALYSIS AND SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS 

The proposed construction includes a new two-story single-family residence with attached 
garage, a single story accessory dwelling unit, a swimming pool and retaining walls. No 
protected trees will be removed to complete the proposed project. One protected tree would be 
encroached upon within its protected zone. 

In determining whether a tree could be preserved, guidelines for determining a Tree Protection 
Zone (TPZ) as contained in the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Best Management 
Practices (BMP) for Managing Trees during Construction and BMP for Root Management were 
utilized. The TPZ is a defined area within which certain activities should be prohibited or 
restricted to prevent or minimize potential injury to a tree to be protected. Coast live oaks are 
known to have a high tolerance to construction impacts. The impacts may be summarized as 
follows: 

Tree #70 – This mature coast live oak is located within the northeasterly corner of the site. 
Using the BMP, the recommended TPZ for a mature coast live oak of this size is 
approximately 5.2 feet.  

Construction of a 6-foot high wood fence would occur within 8.6 feet of the trunk on its 
easterly side, outside its dripline but within the protected zone. The encroachment would 
amount to 7% of the tree’s protected zone. 

Holes for the fence posts should be dug by hand and their locations adjusted to 
accommodate any roots encountered that are 2 inches in diameter and over. The 
excavation for the posts should be performed with hand tools under the direct observation of 
this office to ensure that roots are not damaged during the excavation. 

If the following specific recommendations are followed, it is unlikely this work would impose 
long-term adverse impacts on the tree, as long as the work is performed carefully. 

1. The approved tree permit must be on-site during construction activities. The Permittee 
shall provide a copy of the permit and performance standards to all responsible parties 
who will be performing work on the site. 

2. Temporary protective fencing shall be installed prior to the start of any grading, 
demolition, or construction to prevent the area beneath the tree from being utilized as 
laydown space for equipment, materials, and debris. 

3. Unanticipated damage to the protected tree or areas within its protected zone is to be 
reported to the project arborist within 24 hours.  

4. No vehicles, equipment, materials, spoils, or other items should be used or placed within 
the protected zone of the protected tree at any time, unless necessary to perform 
specifically approved work. 

5. Locate wash-out retention areas as far away from the tree’s protected zone as possible. 
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6. Monitor the tree semi-annually for symptoms of decline such as small or wilting leaves, 
thinning foliage, defoliation, epicormic shoots, poor annual twig growth, twig and branch 
dieback, or attack by borers or other opportunistic pests.  

If the above specific recommendations and the following general recommendations are 
followed, it is our opinion that the subject tree would sustain no long-term adverse impacts as a 
result of the proposed construction.  

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS 

The following general recommendations should be followed to establish and maintain a healthy 
cultural environment for oak trees. It must be understood that these recommendations apply to 
oak trees in general; specific questions should always be referred to the oak tree consultant. 

WORK WITHIN THE PROTECTED ZONE 

The protected zone is an area surrounding a tree, defined by the City of Calabasas. It includes 
all areas within the dripline of the tree, plus 5 feet beyond the dripline. This distance must be no 
less than 15 feet from the trunk. For Heritage Oaks, the area is increased to a minimum 
diameter of 50 feet. Given the high sensitivity of oak trees, great care must be taken when work 
is conducted within the protected zone. Specifically: 

Observation -- All work conducted within the protected zone of an oak tree should be performed 
within the presence of a qualified oak tree consultant. Usually, this work will also require a 
permit from the City of Calabasas. This will help to ensure that work is performed in a manner 
that will not harm a tree. 

Notice – A minimum of 48 hours’ notice should be provided to the oak tree consultant prior to 
the planned start of work. This notification must usually be provided to the City of Calabasas 
also. The notice will ensure that the project receives the highest possible scheduling priority and 
avoid delays. 

Hand Tools -- All work should be accomplished with the use of hand tools only. Except under 
special circumstances, tractors, backhoes, and other vehicles cannot be operated in a manner 
that will preserve major tree roots, minimize soil compaction, and ensure the safety of both the 
vehicle operator and the tree. 

Certification -- All work conducted within the protected zone should be certified by a qualified 
oak tree consultant. For work performed under a permit, this may be a requirement of the City of 
Calabasas. 

WORK OUTSIDE OF THE PROTECTED ZONE 

To protect trees within the vicinity of major construction, trees should usually be temporarily 
fenced at the edge of the protected zone prior to the beginning of construction operations on a 
site. The fence should be constructed of chain link material, a minimum of 5 feet in height. The 
fence may be removed at the completion of the construction upon approval by the City of 
Calabasas. Fencing may not be required for some projects; always contact the project arborist 
for specific recommendations. 
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PLANTING WITHIN THE PROTECTED ZONE 

Planting within the protected zone of an oak tree is discouraged. Ideally, the leaf litter from the 
tree should be allowed to collect beneath the tree, creating natural mulch and fertilizer. If 
planting is necessary or the natural leaf litter is removed, the following should be considered: 

Plant Material -- Only drought tolerant plantings should be utilized. All plantings should be 
compatible with native oak trees. A good reference for compatible plant material is Compatible 
Plantings under and around Oaks by the California Oak Foundation. 

Irrigation -- No spray-type irrigation systems should be used within the protected zone. It is 
important that sprinkler systems do not throw water against the trunk of an oak tree. A 
continuously wet soil condition near the root crown, the area where the tree trunk meets the 
ground, favors the growth of predatory disease organisms. The two most prominent organisms 
in Southern California are avocado root rot (Phytophthora cinnamomi) and oak root fungus 
(Armillaria mellea). As an absolute minimum, all spray irrigation should be located at least 15 
feet from the trunk. 

Resistant Varieties -- Avoid plants that are susceptible to either avocado root rot or oak root 
fungus. Oak trees are particularly susceptible to these diseases in developed areas. Avoiding 
other plants susceptible to these diseases will also help to keep the diseases in a dormant state. 
Consult publications by the University of California Cooperative Extension for plant lists. 

Mulch -- Place a 4-inch-thick layer of organic mulch throughout the protected zone of each tree. 
Arborist wood chips perform well in terms of moisture retention, temperature moderation, weed 
control, and sustainability. Wood chips should not be incorporated into the soil. All mulch should 
be kept from direct contact with the tree. These mulches are beneficial when natural leaf litter is 
not available. 

TREE MAINTENANCE AND PRUNING OPERATIONS 

Most oak trees require little pruning, with the exception of periodic deadwooding. However, if a 
tree has a major defect, the employment of proper pruning practices may be more desirable 
than uncontrolled damage that could otherwise occur. Always consult qualified professionals for 
advice. 

Ornamental or Aesthetic Pruning -- Removal of live tissue for the purpose of altering the 
appearance of an oak tree is not desirable and is generally not allowed by the City of 
Calabasas. Activities such as thinning out, heading up, or other similar practices contribute to 
the onset of insect and disease attacks. 

Deadwooding -- Removal of dead tissue, regardless of size, may usually be performed without a 
permit. All pruning should follow standards endorsed by the International Society of 
Arboriculture. 

Other Pruning Operations -- Branches that are considered to be unsafe due to decay, cavities, 
cracks, physical imbalance, fire damage, disease, or insects should be referred to a qualified 
oak tree consultant for inspection, especially if the branches exceed 2 inches in diameter. A 
permit is generally required to remove such branches. The oak tree consultant will prepare a 
brief written report to provide the basis for the request. 

Cavities and Hollows -- Cavities and hollows should be kept free of loose debris. Some contain 
decayed wood; these should generally be referred to a qualified arborist for treatment. Concrete 
or other materials should not be used to seal or fill cavities or hollows. These materials create a 
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haven for diseases and insects over time. Openings may be covered with screening to prevent 
debris build-up. 

Wound Seal -- Pruning wounds should generally not be sealed with any type of compound. 
Over time, these materials crack and create entry points for disease and insects. A proper 
pruning cut will heal naturally over a brief period of time. 

WATERING AND FERTILIZATION 

Winter rains should be sufficient to provide the water needed for oak trees in natural areas. Oak 
trees in landscaped areas will usually receive enough water from adjacent plantings. If you 
suspect that an oak tree needs supplemental water, contact a qualified oak tree consultant for 
advice. 

Watering -- If supplemental water is required, use a water probe, such as a "Ross Root Feeder" 
to apply the water. Alternatively, a low volume soaker hose could be utilized. Apply the water at 
various locations, just outside the dripline of the tree. A total of 15 to 20 hours of low volume 
application should suffice. Repeat this watering cycle every one to two months as needed. 
Water should generally not be applied in the summer, as most oak trees are dormant and 
cannot accept the water. 

Fertilization -- Fertilizer can be applied along with the water. A total of 0.75 pound of actual 
nitrogen per inch of trunk diameter per year is a basic rule-of-thumb. However, ask a local 
certified nurseryman for a specific recommendation and follow the manufacturer's directions 
carefully. Over-fertilization can be deadly. 

Aeration -- Ventilation of the root system can be greatly beneficial in areas where soil has been 
compacted. Hand dig holes 6 inches in diameter to a depth of 2 feet. Do not cut any roots in 
excess of 1 inch in diameter. Dig the holes 2 feet on-center, in concentric circles around the 
trunk, throughout the dripline. If possible, add holes outside of the dripline. Fill the holes with 
organic matter. If oak leaf litter is not available, a mixture such as 50 percent "Kellogg's 
Nitrohumus" and 50 percent nitrolized redwood shavings will be beneficial. This organic matter 
will be decomposed, producing a year-round source of fertilizer for the oak tree. 

DISEASES AND INSECTS 

Effective pest control starts with observation by the homeowner. Changes, such as abnormal 
leaf drop, oozing sap, and discolored or dying leaves indicate that something has changed, and 
expert inspection is required. Tree owners should be incredibly careful when using pesticides 
around an oak tree. Herbicides should never be utilized within 100 feet of an oak tree, unless 
applied by a certified pesticide applicator. Misuse of these compounds can lead to the death of 
beneficial organisms or even to the death of the tree. 

GRADE CHANGES 

Any change to the grade at the root crown of an oak tree can have a negative impact. As little 
as 6 inches of change can lead to the death of the tree. Drainage patterns should be maintained 
to prevent water from flowing and ponding at the base of a tree. If fill soil exists, use a shovel to 
remove the excess soil. The flare at the root crown should just be visible. 
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INSPECTION 

Oak trees should be inspected on a periodic basis by a qualified oak tree consultant. The 
inspection basis should be determined by the relative hazard value of the tree. For example, 
trees surrounding a high-use business should be inspected on a quarterly basis, whereas trees 
located within a low-use open space might only require bi-annual inspection. It is the 
responsibility of the property owner to establish and implement an appropriate inspection 
schedule upon the recommendation provided by the oak tree consultant. 

WARRANTY 

The trees discussed herein were generally reviewed for physical, biological, functional, and 
aesthetic conditions. This examination was conducted in accordance with presently accepted 
industry procedures: an at-grade, macro-visual observation only. No extensive microbiological, 
soil/root excavation, upper crown examination, nor internal tree investigation was conducted 
and therefore, the reportings herein reflect the overall visual appearance of the trees on the date 
reviewed. No warranty is implied as to the potential failure, health, or demise of any part or the 
whole of any tree described in this report. 

Clients are advised that should physical or biological concerns be evidenced for any specimen 
within this report, prudent further investigation, detailed analysis, or remedial action may be 
required. 

As living organisms, plants continually exhibit growth and response to environmental changes 
that influence the development, health, and vigor of the specimen. These influences may not be 
externally visible and may be present or develop over various time periods depending on the 
site conditions. 

It is recommended that due to the general nature of plant development and continued 
environmental and physical influences on vegetation at a specific site, regular monitoring by a 
qualified arborist is scheduled. 

Locations of property lines or exact tree locations, site amenities, structures or easements are 
assumed to be as illustrated on any enclosed maps. They are a composite of information 
provided by the client, records of fact and/or on-site field review. No investigation was made to 
verify these conditions. 

This report represents the independent opinion of the preparer and was conducted per the 
client’s scope of request. The report is therefore limited to the extent described herein. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kay J. Greeley, BCMA 



APRIL 24,  2024                                                                           KAY J.  GREELEY, BCMA 

OAK TREE REPORT                                   4440 PARK AURORA, CALABASAS     PAGE 8  

APPENDIX A – FIELD EVALUATION FORM 
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APPENDIX B - PHOTOGRAPH 
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APPENDIX C – TABLES 
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APPENDIX D – OAK TREE LOCATION MAP 
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Southern California Black Walnut Woodland Status 

 

Introduction 

A prior tree survey to determine the status of native Coast Live Oaks (Quercus agrifolia) on a 

vacant lot at 4400 Park Aurora, Calabasas, California (Greeley 2023) raised the issue regarding 

the status of an adjacent native walnut woodland of California Black Walnut (Juglans 

californica) habitat relative to any proposed development of the parcel. 

 

The Oak Tree Ordinance (Section 17.32 of the Calabasas Municipal Code) requires reforestation, 

registration, and preservation of all healthy oak trees, unless reasonable and conforming use of a 

property justifies the removal, transplanting, altering, and/or encroachment into the oak tree's 

protected zone.  This ordinance indirectly encompasses attention for protection and preservation 

to native species and natural site features (Section 17.26.050 – A. 2. 

 

The City’s 2030 General Plan (Calabasas 2021), provides specifics on these natural site features 

by detailing the location of sensitive plant and animal species as well as certain native vegetation 

communities.  Figure IV-5, of the Conservation Element, entitled Sensitive Biological Resources 

in and around Calabasas, maps the pre-developed extent of the California Walnut Woodland 

(sic), among other such resources.  That mapping overlaps the project site, as well as much of the 

residential area there.  

 

Methods 

This report responds to a concern about the status of the Southern California Black Walnut 

Woodland in the vicinity of the parcel.  The site was field checked on 13 May 2023. 

 

Field Assessment  

Biologist R. Mitchel Beauchamp conducted the biological reconnaissance of the property on 13 

May 2023 from 9:15am to 10am.  The site and eastern, off-site slope were surveyed on-foot with 

all portions of the site observed.   Methods for the general biological survey consisted of walking 

slowly over the appropriate habitats of the site and mapping them.    

 

Scientific Nomenclature 

Scientific nomenclature used in this report is from the following standard references: vascular 

plants (Hickman 1993, Jepson 1993); vegetation communities (Holland 1986). 

 

RESULTS 

Site Physiography 

The site is an undeveloped lot of the Calabasas Park subdivision, across from the Calabasas Lake 

Park, along Park Sienna Road.  The site drains to the northeast with a brow ditch roughly along 

the eastern property line.  The site is located at 34° 08’ 59”N 118° 38’ 22” W at an elevation 

range of 1009’. 

 

Soils are mapped as Gazos silty clay loam on slopes (USDA 1980). 

 

Geologic strata are mapped as late Miocene Sisquoc shale, also named Modelo or Santa 

Margarita formations (Dibble 1992). 



Figure 1. Regional Map Location 

 
 

 



Figure 2.  Vicinity Map

 
 

 



Botanical Resources 

Southern California Black Walnut (Juglans californica) is generally found in the valleys and 

adjacent slopes of the California Coast Ranges, Transverse Ranges, and Peninsular Ranges. It 

grows as part of mixed woodlands, and also on slopes and in valleys wherever conditions are 

favorable. Some native stands remain in urban Los Angeles in the Santa Monica 

Mountains, Hollywood Hills, and Repetto Hills. J. californica grows in upland and 

riparian woodlands, either in single species stands or mixed with oaks  (Quercus spp.) and 

cottonwoods (Populus fremontii). 

 

This is a species distinguished from the Northern California form of the taxon, Juglans hindsii.  

The historical range of Juglans hindsii is from the San Joaquin Valley and Sacramento Valley to 

the Inner Northern California Coast Ranges and San Francisco Bay Area. 

 

Vegetation Communities 

Vegetation communities are assemblages of plant species that usually coexist in the same area.  

The classification of vegetation communities is based upon the life form of the dominant species 

within that community and the associated flora.  Nomenclature for the vegetation communities, 

and vegetation community code classifications, conform to Holland (1986).  A map of the 

vegetation communities and other biological features is included (Figure 3). 

 

Figure 3. Site Vegetation
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Site Conditions 

The site is involved with an orchard planting of various fruit trees and other exotic plants.  To the 

east lies a steep slope with isolated native oak, walnut and eucalyptus trees. 

 

Urban Developed (#112000) 

This category includes the subject parcel and all adjacent developed, private and public areas. 

 

Southern California Black Walnut Woodland (off-site) (#71200) 

This community generally consists of Coast Live Oak and Southern California Black Walnut 

trees with disturbed understory due to fuel reduction clearing.  

 

Walnut Woodland is described as “Similar to and intergrading with Interior Live Oak Woodland 

or Coast Live Oak Woodland, but with a more open tree canopy locally dominated by Juglans 

californica.  The open tree canopy allows development of a grassy understory.  In most sites, this 

understory is comprised of introduced winter-active annuals that complete most of their growth 

cycle before the deciduous Juglans leafs out in spring.” (Holland 1986).  

 

The subject parcel has three such walnut trees (Figure 4).  Two are in the hedge of Oleanders 

along Park Sienna and are part of the Urban Developed cover of the region, most probably 

regrowing from the underground burl or persisting root system   A third resprout occurs along 

the brow ditch of the eastern property line and will probably break the concrete as it grows.    

 

Figure 4.  Special Status Tree Locations

 



 

Upslope, and off-site, the stand of walnut trees, about five in number, is much more impressive, 

as to their size, and function as a natural woodland, without any irrigation.  As mentioned, 

clearing of the understory due to fuel reduction measures significantly diminishes the function as 

a vegetation community, particularly in thwarting establishment of seedling trees for continuance 

of the woodland as a native habitat. 

 

Figure 5.  Historic Extent of Walnut Woodland in area of project site. 

 
 

RECOMENDATIONS 

The presumed development of the site as a single-family residence, possibly with an ADU, will 

have to consider the presence of the large oak, walnut and eucalyptus trees in this adjacent 

eastern, open space area, particularly from tree or limb fall, as well as canopy fire hazard.   

 

A setback of 5 feet from the drip line of the on-site oak and nearby walnut tree would seem to be 

a prudent mitigation measure.  

 

Conditions of construction and irrigation about the on-site oak tree in this same area, i.e. 5-foot 

outside of drip line, are assumed to be part of the conditions of approval for the building permit 

and would facilitate the continued existence of the adjacent native woodland (Greeley 2023). 
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Site Photographs of 13 May 2023 

    

Hedge along Park Sienna 

      

Hedge along Park Sienna with two walnut “trees” 



     

Walnut “trees” in Oleander hedge  Break in Oleander hedge 

           

East end of Oleander hedge                     Interior of fruit tree orchard area 



    

Interior of fruit tree orchard area 

   

Interior of fruit tree orchard area 



    

Interior of fruit tree orchard area 

     

Visual barrier Juniper hedge in orchard area 

   



      

Upper area of brow ditch 

   

 Canopy of walnut on right along brow ditch    Edge of walnut at brow ditch 



   

Walnut at brow ditch             Lower area of brown ditch 

    

Eucalyptus tree on eastern slope          Walnut trees on eastern slope 



   

Lower end of brow ditch 

       

Walnut in fruit       Multi-stemmed walnut tree on eastern slope 



     

Southern California Black Walnut Woodland on adjacent eastern slope 
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