
SAVE OPEN 
SPACE 

SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS 

August9,2024 

Re: PUBLIC HEARING 

11. Consideration of a Resolution Approving File Nos. SPR-2024-007, DPR-2024-001,

SCP-2024-001, OTP-2024-008, VAR-2024-003, and TTM-2024-001, a Request for

Development of a 77-Acre Vacant Property Located at 4 790 Las Virgenes Road at the

Eastern Terminus of Agoura Road (APNS: 2069-078-009 and 2069-078-011 ).

Dear Honorable Calabasas City Council: 

Save Open Space/Santa Monica Mountains supports that this entire property be 

purchased at fair market value as parkland. This property is a critically identified NPS 

Wildlife Corridor and mountain lion habitat. (See attachments) This should be a CEQA 

identified Superior Environmental Alternative. 

There is available Wildlife Conservation Board reserve funding passed by the voters in 

1990 for protection of the state's mountain lions to purchase property like this for 

parkland and mountain lion habitat. I confirmed the status of this robust state parkland 

fund in a conversation with the former Director Donnelly at the recent Triangle Ranch 

dedication. 

The grading footprint is substantially similar to the original project. This massive 

grading, involving the huge landslide/mountainside area, will be very expensive. With

the higher cost of construction now in California and for a mere 70 single family homes, 

this does not make financial sense. We feel that it doesn't pencil out in time and money. 

Most importantly, the housing needs in our SCAG area do not warrant more high priced 

single family homes. 

This action fails to comply with 2019 State Law AB 747 (Hazard and Safety Elements) 

"shall" requirements. The CEQA Wildfire issue is significant. The CEQA finding is not 

"No" here. This property is in a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone (VFHSZ). Adding 

any population to an already congested major wildfire evacuation road-Las Virgenes 

Road- results in a significant safety impact and will add precious minutes to existing 

residents' evacuations. 

Several recent lawsuits (Lake County, Otay Ranch, and Big Bear Moon Camp were won 

on this issue of lead agencies' failures "to identify evacuation routes, their capacity, 

P.O. BOX 1284 AGOURA HILLS, CA 91376 













 

From: Michael Harrison <harrisonlaw@gmail.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 8:02 AM 

To: James Bozajian - External <jrbozajian@earthlink.net>; Peter Kraut 

<pkraut@cityofcalabasas.com>; David Shapiro <dshapiro@cityofcalabasas.com>; Alicia 

Weintraub <aweintraub@cityofcalabasas.com>; Edward Albrecht 

<ealbrecht@cityofcalabasas.com>; info <info@cityofcalabasas.com> 

Subject: West Village, Public Hearing, Item 11, August 14, 2024 

 

Dear Mayor Weintraub and Members of the City Council, 

 

Unfortunately, I'm unable to attend the Council meeting Wednesday evening, but these are my 

comments, many of which are meant for the applicant. 

 

1.  SITE PLAN.  The site plan is certainly much improved.  The original site plan was based on 

a plan developed for penitentiaries, mental hospitals and military barracks back in the 19th 

Century.    The architecture is also much better, and the current architects are far more 

experienced in building small-lot homes than the previous one.  But unfortunately, the footprint 

is identical. 

 

2.  FIRE.  That means that fire is still the biggest issue, and as I've said before, traffic cannot 

move on Las Virgenes during a local fire.  We all learned that during the 1997 fire, when kids 

were being evacuated out of A.E. Wright and their buses were stuck on Las Virgenes with 

flames right next to them. 

 

3.  ROOFTOP SPRINKLERS.  Our staff said that interior sprinklers and fire hardening 

outside would be sufficient, but that's untrue.  Look what happened to the Goodnight Inn from 

the Woolsey Fire.  Instead, the applicant should install rotary sprinklers on the roofs of all the 

homes, as they do in Australia.  The fire consultants for this project don't have a website, so I 

don't know if they're familiar with that. 

 

4.  PEDESTRIAN EVACUATION.  The developer should assume not one person will be able 

to leave by car.  The homes on the two streets in the back of this box canyon will probably be 

incinerated in one of the firestorms that will hit that area again.  So plans should be made for 

people to evacuate by foot to the Albertson's parking lot or perhaps to the hotel or even to A.E. 

Wright.  Any plan for just vehicular evacuation is fatally optimistic. 

 

5.  COMPLETION BOND AND GUARANTY.  The Council must insist on a completion 

bond.  Look at what happened with previous developments along Las Virgenes involving a 

fraction of the earth movement.  Even where I live in Calabasas Park, the Lusk Company's LLC 

went bankrupt so it wouldn't have to fix the million dollar landslides it created. The City should 

insist that the parent company guarantee the work done by the minimally funded LLC.   The 

City shouldn't be stuck with a multi-million dollar bill to clean up and finish the grading if the 

LLC backs out. 
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6.  COLOR OF CEMENT CHANNELS.  Regarding the grading, I'm glad that the restoration 

will include only native plants, but can you require the developer to tint all the cement channels 

a light earth-tone color?  Otherwise, these cement channels will stand out just like the other 

ones in what's left of our scenic corridor. 

 

7.  THANK YOU.  Finally, considering the untenable position the City was put in from within, 

this is still a big improvement over what was given to us to review on the Planning 

Commission.  I want to thank you for all of your efforts. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Michael 

 

Michael Harrison 

HARRISON & HARRISON 

Attorneys at Law 

harrisonlaw@gmail.com 

www.harrisonlawusa.com 

 

(818) 224-5600 telephone 

(818) 224-5632 fax 

 

23901 Calabasas Road, Suite 2018 

Calabasas, CA 91302-1597 
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