City of Calabasas
Historic Preservation
Commission

Discussion Item:

Update on El Camino Real Bell Marker
in Old Town

Wednesday, May 1, 2024



Background

From 1906, Bell markers were erected that
memorialized the route used originally by
indigenous people and later the Spanish and
Mexican peoples in the 17" and 18" centuries.

Located in Old Town Calabasas, the City’s El
Camino Real Bell is one of the original EI Camino
Real markers. And, at approximately 110 years
of age, the historic bell marker is among the
oldest landmarks in the City.

The Historic Context Statement completed in
2009 found that the El Camino Real Bell in Old
Town can be considered amongst the historically
important objects and structures in Calabasas.
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Eligibility Criterion 1

1. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
Calabasas' history;

« The El Camino Real Bell serves as a physical record of events that shaped California’s history and
IS associated with the original Spanish trail that linked together the twenty-one missions. This route
became an important stagecoach line used by Mexican and American settlers who formed towns
along it. With only a few variations, the route is now the Ventura Freeway (Highway 101). The
historic highway is commemorated by a series of mission bell markers along its entire length. Most
bell markers found today are later examples placed alongside relocated and widened highway
section, and they do not represent true and accurate locations along the ancient travel route.
Original El Camino Real Bell markers like this one are rare, and they typically stand in or very near
their original locations, along older roadway segments which were components of the earliest
network of state highways.
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Local Designation Procedures

« The Calabasas Code of Ordinances Section 17.36.080 outlines the designation procedures for
landmark nominations, including initial application review and the procedure for landmark
recommendations by the Historic Preservation Commission to the City Council.

« The City may request designation of a local historic landmark by submitting an application prepared
by the City’s Historic Preservation Officer. The Historic Preservation Commission shall evaluate the
application for landmark status and decide by majority vote (written resolution) whether to approve
the nomination application and forward it to the City Council with a recommendation for landmark
designation. If so nominated by the Commission, the Commission resolution is sent to the City Clerk
who then schedules a public hearing for the City Council to consider the Commission’s
recommendation.
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