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Re:   3462 Lilac Trail.  Residential Project Update. 

 

 

November 28, 2023  

 

City of Calabasas Community Development,  

Planning Division  

ATTN:  

Tom Bartlett, AICP, City Planner 

100 Civic Center Way Calabasas, CA  91302 

 

 

Cc:    Jacob Lukiewski, M3 Civil Engineers 

 Geoff Sheldon, Architect, Topanga Architecture 

 

 

Re:   RE: Supplemental Information for the November 16th Planning Commission Meeting 
Response To Questions and Comments from Commissioners 

at the November 16, 2023, Planning Commission Meeting 

and 

Request for Distribution of 

attached 3462 Lilac Trail,  

Supplemental Civil Engineer Letter, dated November 22, 2023. 
 

Dear Tom, 

 

 

At the public hearing, before the Planning Commission on November 16, 2023, the Commission  

requested that we provide further information on the issues outlined in this Memo. 

 

The Planning Commission requested that we work with the Planning Department to address  

outstanding questions raised by the Commission.  

 

Our responses to the Commissions’ questions about Hydrology issues, are provided herein in summary.  

 

 

Per our recent discussions, please find attached the supplemental letter from our Civil Engineer  

 

dated November 22, 2023, regarding the hydrology and the retaining wall designed for the rear part of  
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the house. 

 

As discussed, please forward the letter from our Engineer, to the Planning Commission for their 

consideration, prior to the Planning Commission meeting on December 7, 2023. 

After plan review, by the Planning Commission; we plan to proceed with the more detailed 

construction plan, required to obtain building permits. 

 

Please advise the Commissioners that, during the construction stage, we plan to utilize a specialized 

Waterproofing Contractor, for review of the Retaining Wall discussed herein, and other areas. 

 

Please advise if we should provide the project Engineering and Geology plans and reports, to the 

Commissioners, for the December 7, 2023, Meeting, which were provided to the Planning Department, 

during the application process. 

 

We wish to request time to participate in the upcoming December 7, 2023, Planning Commission 

Meeting; to provide our presentation and our responses to questions and comments by Commissioners. 

Thank you very much.  

 
 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Norman Dornfest, CPA, MBA 

President 

Grand Eagle, Inc. 

 

Attachment: 3462 Lilac Trail,  

Supplemental Civil Engineer Letter, dated November 22, 2023. 
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November 22, 2023 

Work Order No. 19.33 

 

Norman Dornfest 

23371 Mulholland Drive, Suite 372 

Woodland Hills, CA 91364 

 

RE:  Wall Sub-Drainage System 

Proposed Single Family Residence, Attached Garage & ADU 

 3462 Lilac Trail, Calabasas, CA 91302 

 

The intent of this document is to assist in clarifying a planning commissioner’s question regarding 

retaining wall subdrainage / hydrostatic relief from the proposed structures at the subject site. 

 

Geosystems’ (soils engineer of record) July 19, 2023 report cites many recommendations to mitigate any 

potential sub-surface groundwater / seepage, uphill / behind the proposed retaining structures. 

 

In addition to details “Plate RD-2”, “Plate SD-1 and SD-2” (see attached hereto), the report has also 

included a potentially high ground water table (of 50-feet below grade) into their slope stability analysis. 

 

In addition to the above noted Soils Engineer of Record recommendations, the Soils Engineer also cites 

the requirements for standard / regular waterproofing at the back of all subterranean portions of retaining 

walls.  The requirement for waterproofing is also supported by both myself the Civil Engineer of Record 

and cited on the architectural plans as well. 

 

On the basis of the above, the Site nor the design appears to require any special (non-regular) retaining 

wall waterproofing, back-drain, sub-drain, French-drain and/or other hydrostatic relief system.  It is not a 

typical standard of industry to include specific waterproofing details on entitlement level plans for 

approval, however it is standard of industry to include them with construction level plans and 

specifications, which will be required at the building permitting approval stage of the development. 

 

Limits and Liability 

The evaluations, conclusions and recommendations submitted in this letter are based in part on our review 

of the site specific soils report.  We have strived to provide our services in accordance with generally 

accepted engineering practices in this community at this time, but we make no warranty, either express or 

implied. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Jacob G. Lukiewski, RCE 71534 

Principal 
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