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August 3, 2023

Request for a Zoning Clearance and Oak Tree Permit for encroachment into the 
protected zone of a Heritage Oak Tree for backyard improvements including 

construction of a new pergola, firepit and seating wall, countertop, and 
landscaping located at 3901 Prado del Trigo (APN: 2069-092-019) within the 

Residential Single-Family (RS) zoning district.
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Project Description
• The proposal includes encroachment into the protected zone 

of a Heritage Oak Tree for backyard improvements, including 
construction of a new pergola, new firepit and seating wall, 
countertop, raised vegetable planters, and new landscaping.
– Landscaping to include installation of artificial turf, and new trees 

and shrubbery

• The project also includes demolition of existing site features, 
including an existing pergola, grill and counter top, landscape, 
and hardscape.

• Calabasas Municipal Code (CMC) Section 17.32.010(D)(3)(c) 
requires any project impacting more than 10% of the 
protected zone of an Oak Tree to be reviewed by the Planning 
Commission.
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Existing Site Plan
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Proposed Site + Landscape  Plan
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Oak Tree Map
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Oak Tree
• The Oak Tree on the property is a multi-trunk Coast Live 

Oak Tree (Quercus agrifolia).

• The tree was observed by the Applicant’s Arborist and 
the City Arborist to exhibit fair health, with a well-
balanced crown with good vigor, but did show some 
signs of deadwood and minor insect infestation.

• The tree has trunk diameters of approximately 9, 10, 12, 
13, and 14 inches DBH, as measured by the City 
Arborist, classifying it as a “Heritage Oak Tree” with a 
protected zone encompassing 50 feet around the trunk.
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Arborist Reports 
• The Applicant’s Arborist Report estimated the rear yard 

improvements will encroach into the Oak Tree’s protected zone by 
approximately 23%.

• The Applicant’s Arborist also indicated the encroachments are not 
expected to have any long-term negative impacts to the root or 
canopy areas, and provided recommendations to minimize impact to 
the tree.

• The City’s Consulting Arborist, Noah Stamm, agrees with the 
information and findings in the Applicant’s Oak Tree Report, 
including all its recommendations and the conclusion that no long-
term negative impacts are expected 
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Arborist Recommendations
• Recommendations made by the Applicant’s Arborist and the City Arborist 

include, but are not limited to:

• All work within the Protected Zone of the Oak Tree shall be performed 
within the presence of a qualified Tree Preservation Specialist.

• All work in the Protected Zone shall be performed with the use of hand 
tools. 

• Pervious pavers should be installed for any new construction elements 
placed within the Protected Zone to allow for necessary sub-surface 
gaseous exchange.

• The full list of recommendations by the Applicant’s Arborist and the City 
Arborist have been incorporated in Exhibit E (Recommended Conditions of 
Approval)
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Applicable Findings
Oak Tree Permit (Section 17.32.010 of the CMC)
1. The request to remove an oak tree or scrub oak habitat is warranted to

enable reasonable and conforming use of the subject property, which
would otherwise be prevented by the presence of the oak tree or scrub
oak habitat. Reasonable use of the property shall be determined in
accordance with the guidelines.

2. The request to alter or encroach within the protected zone of an oak tree
or scrub oak habitat is warranted to enable reasonable and conforming
use of the property, which would otherwise be prevented by the presence
of the oak tree or scrub oak habitat. In addition, such alterations and
encroachments can be performed without significant long-term adverse
impacts to the oak tree or scrub oak habitat. Reasonable use of the
property shall be determined in accordance with the guidelines.
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Applicable Findings cont.
Oak Tree Permit (Section 17.32.010 of the CMC)

3. The condition or location of the oak tree or scrub oak habitat requires
altering to maintain or aid its health, balance or structure.

4. The condition of the oak tree or scrub oak habitat warrants its removal
due to disease, dangerous condition, proximity to existing structures, high
pedestrian traffic areas, such as parking lots and pedestrian walkways
when such conditions may be unsafe or cannot be controlled or remedied
through reasonable preservation and/or prevention procedures and
practices.

5. Removal or altering of the oak tree(s) will have minimal impact on the
total hardwood canopy with special emphasis on associated tree growth
and their natural regeneration, wildlife habitat and heritage oak trees..

The applicant’s proposed justification for one of the Oak Tree Permit findings
is attached as Exhibit D to the written staff report.
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Staff Conclusions
• The proposed project will not alter the existing use of the subject site, 

and the proposed improvements are allowable in the RS zoning 
district.

• Compliance with the applicable development standards is 
documented within the written staff report.

• The Applicant’s Arborist and the City Arborist are in agreement that 
no long-term negative impacts to the Heritage oak tree are expected.

• The project is exempt from CEQA review pursuant to Section 15061 
(b)(3)(General Rule Exemption) and Section 15301 (Existing 
Facilities) of the California CEQA Guidelines.
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Recommended Action
That the Commission direct Staff to prepare a 
resolution for approval, or a resolution for denial, of 
File Nos. ZCL-2023-059 and OTP-2023-008, 
inclusive of all required findings to support the 
resolution.
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