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Mission – Life, Property & Environment

Objectives – Structural survival, firefighter safety
 



Frequently 
asked questions

 



Why did I receive 
the Annual Notice?

 



Why is this the 
first time I’ve 
received the Notice?

 



What are Fire Hazard 
Severity Zones (FHSZs) 
and who determines them?

 



Where does the 
Department get 
authority to conduct 
defensible space inspections?

 



When will my 
property be 
inspected and do I 
need to be home?

 



Can I call someone 
if I need clarity on 
requirements?

 



Will I receive an 
inspection report 
if my property is 
in compliance?

 



What happens if 
my property 
needs corrections?

 



Do I need to 
remove trees?

 



Why is there an 
inspection fee?

 



How will I be billed 
for the inspection?

 



Have there been State 
law changes impacting 
the requirements of 
defensible space?

 



What is AB 3074? 
Zone 0, 5’ ember resistant zone

 



Why Zone 0: 
0-5 Feet
Assembly Bill 3074
Passed into law in 2020, requires 
a new ember-resistant zone 
(Zone 0) for all homes in the 
VHFSZ by January 1, 2023. 

Research shows the first five feet 
around the house has the 
greatest impact on reducing the 
risk of structure loss.

Leading cause of home loss is 
due to ember intrusion



Currently enforcing
• Tree branches and other vegetation clear of roof and under 

eaves (Violation D)
• Gutters and roof clear of leaves, needles, other dead 

vegetation (Violation B)

Ember Resistant Zone: 0-5 Feet



Do I need to 
remove plants 
within the first 5’ 
of my structure?

 



What is AB 38?
Real Estate Inspections

 



Do these inspections 
impact fire insurance?

 



What to look for:
  4 Zones

• Work from the structure out

• Structure Assessment/   
Home Hardening

• Zone 0 - first five feet against  
structure (Ember Resistant Zone)

• Zone 1 - 5-30 ft                           
(Lean, Clean and Green Zone)

• Zone 2 - 30-100 ft                    
(Reduce Fuel Zone)

• Zone 3 - 100-200 ft (if necessary)



Zone 0 (0 – 5 Feet): 
Examples

A

B

C

D E



Zone 1 (5 - 30 Feet): 
Examples

A B C

D



• Existing native vegetation can be thinned and 
ornamental vegetations should be well maintained 
by removing dead material

• Grasses should be no higher than 3”

• Ensure that all combustible material is a minimum 
of 30’ from structure

Performing 
Inspection: 

Zone 2 (30-100)

A B



Performing 
Inspection: 

Zone 3 (100-200’)

• Discretionary Zone, not all properties will 
require an inspection in zone 3

• Thin brush if necessary

• Same criteria as Zone 2

A B



Brush Resources/ Tools
Items Needed to Conduct Inspections

Door Hanger

Inspection 
Report



Summary
• Inspections start April (desert), May 

(inland areas) and June (coast) 
• Start work closest to the house
• Limb your trees up
• Remove dead or dying vegetation.
• Cut all grasses down to 3”
• All property owners get at least 30 

days to comply with initial 
inspection report

• If you need additional clarity on 
your inspection report, call your 
inspector.


