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City of Calabasas

Updates to the General Plan Clrculatlon

and Safety Elements

PIannmg Commission Meeting, 10-06-2022
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Project Team (W

= City Departments
Planning Division
Transportation/Transit Division
Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness

= Consultant Team
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Circulation and Safety Elements

" The Circulation and Safety Elements are required chapters of the
General Plan

Circulation Element establishes policies to achieve and maintain a balanced,
safe, and reliable transportation system city-wide

Safety Element identifies policies that seek to reduce impacts from hazards
(e.g., earthquake, wildfire, hazardous materials)
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Planning Commission Review Process W |

" Public Hearing on July 21, 2022, to consider proposed updates to the
General Plan Circulation Element and Safety Element

" Planning Commissioners’ questions and comments provided via emails
and letters

= Staff met with Las Virgenes Municipal Water District

®» Staff provided updated documents to the LA County Sheriff
Department and LA County Fire Department

= Additional input from City’s Public Safety and Public Works
Departments
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Matrix of Comments & Questions

# |Commissioner

Comment

Exhibit B

City Response

The updated Circulation Element contsin & discussion of potential evacustian scenarias far the dity. Thase | This comment is noted and is addrassed in the Evacustion Report Executive Summary. Public
zamputer-generated snslyses were prepared by consultants warking for the city on the General Plan updstez. |Warks has reviewsd the findings of the svacustion stugy. The purpase of the sssessment ista
Bazed on past experience | find that the resuls of thess analyses ars often not represeniative of actusl identify bettlenecks in the rezdway netwark and infarm palicy developmant. The emergency
N Byrme canditions. The model chasen for the analyses and the ptions and vari diin thase analyses | evacustion study does not recrante past evacustion events ar predict fusure evacuation
=re ot clemrly knawn. Haz the city of Calsbasss critically reviewsd the traffic snalyses to detarmine that the | svents.
wvalidity of the madel and the assumptions used in thase analyses?
Despite possible flaws in the study, the study does reweal that the valume of trafficin the Las Virgenes Valley
ares quickly excasds the capacity of the rasdway(z] when thers iz an svacustion on the west zide of the sity.
2 Byrne It iz my {=nd my familiez) persanal experisnce that during sven relatively small and isolated incidents griclock | This comment is noted.
accurs an the freeway and lecl strests
It iz clear from persamsl experience and from the racent snalyzes that the Las Vingenes Vallay sres presently | The updsted Safety Element includes many new palicies thes sre intenced to sddress the
has sigrificant p with traffic cang during emergency iz Further clear that = salution to =ti ge= present in Calabeszs, including Palicy VIISE which has been sdded ta
the prablem i not availablz. The problem will be compouncad by allowing additional developmentinareas | sage VI-32 ta encaurage valuntary evacustion prior to 2 wildfire accurring. The City recently
where mare structures and individusls are 2t risk from damage and evacustion dus to wildfie. Far that received State Housing and Commurity Develapment certification af the General Plan Housing
3 Byrme remzon, | believe the City shauld prohibit expansion of development in hillside aress to svoid placing Elermart which =ti carizin # residentisl unit grawth wauld cocur in Calabazas,
‘additional structures and peogle ot the wrban/open space interface and increasing the cangestion en cur caraistent with state heusing laws and programs. Praventing hausing development via policies
slready inzdequats svacustion routes in the Safety Element wauld be incansistent with the adapted and certificd Housing Element.
Vehicular Circulation - s34 “in aress whare rosdway improvemants cannat be implemented” ki tha C: intznds for this phrase to be scded o thiz abjective: Reduce
reliance an the use of automokiles by prometing slternstives such 22 non-matorizsd sctive
transportation {bicyde, pedestrian) and the use of public transit. The City doss nat prioritize
. Byrme wehicular movement aver the needs of non-sutomabile modes of travel [sicyclists, walkers,
tranzit uzars). The intent of the updstad Circulation Slement iz to balsnce the needs of all
dircultion system users.
In respanse to goals - How does the city plan ta do thess things? Mo idens are presented here. The chjectives of the Circultion Element establish the City's intert. The steps the Cigy will take
o achizve thase chjectives are articulatad on page V-6 and VT under Ganeral Plar Apgrosch,
5 Byrne and by impl iing the palicies in the Sk
“Thus, the City will take » balanced approach ta future transportation imps - changz ima Imp iz & term used hare because it can refer to changes to the droulstion system
o developmants that are not physicsl changes which iz haw the term *developments' could be construed,
£ Byrre Improvements cauld include chenges to the traffic signal system, for examale.
“Imprave the eperationsl efficiency of the existing readway system censistant with the Girculstion Blement
7 Byrme where itiz warranted, feasible, and snuircnmentally prudent to do so” - How? Discuss options/idess here |5z razpanse to Comment #5,
“provics programs to reduce their contribution ta the number of vehice miles traveled in the cammunity and | The WMT mitigation measures in the: Local Transpertation Study
: Byrme region” haw? And if that cannot be achisved development can be prohibitad Guicelines ar= examales of VMT reduction programs and prajects.

= Over 100 individual
comments provided by
Planning Commissioners

" Response to each
comment provided in the
matrix

= Revisions were made to
Safety, Circulation, and
Implementation chapters
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Updated Circulation Element

" Removed redundant language relating to goals and objectives of the
Circulation Element.

= Clarified the difference between the Circulation Element objectives
and Circulation Element themes.

=" Removed language relating to slow moving trucks accessing the
County landfill.

= Clarified transportation terms.
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Updated Safety Element

= Added references to the Safety Element appendices at the beginning of the element.
= Updated Appendix D-2 Emergency Evacuation Traffic Assessment to include an Executive Summary.

= Added discussions on the availability of emergency water supplies in case of a natural disaster such as an earthquake
or wildfire.

= Added a policy to prepare a bridge preventative maintenance plan and to implement bridge maintenance
recommendations. Every two years, City receives Bridge Preventative Maintenance reports from Los Angeles County.

= Reorganized policies under Disaster Response under new headings titled Disaster Response Planning, Disaster
Response Coordination, Disaster Response Preparedness, Community Awareness, Single- access Residential
Communities, and Emergency Evacuation.

= Added a policy to develop a continuity of operations/government plan to ensure the City has the ability to operate
and provide services regardless of an emergency.

= Added a policy for the City to explore issuing voluntary evacuation orders early prior to a wildfire event occurring,
such as during exceptionally high fire risk conditions.

= Added a discussion regarding steps the Las Virgenes Municipal Water District is taking to diversify their water supply
sources.

= Added two policies to encourage a reduction in water demand for residential landscaping.
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Wildfire and Critical Facilities Map

2/28/2022
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Source: City of Calabasas, 2018, CalFire 2020, and Rincon Consultants, 2022. Updated February 2022. Basemap provided by ESRI and its licensors © 2022.
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| ]I Plan Area

rL—_ __l Calabasas City Limit

Local Responsibility Area

- Very High Severity Zone

State Responsibility Area
Moderate Severity Zone

High Severity Zone

- Very High Severity Zone
Federal Responsibility Area
- Undertermined Severity Zone
Critical Facilities

@ Critical Facility

@® LA County Fire Department
@® LA County Sheriff
[ ]

School

1. Calabasas Civic Center

2. Creekside Village

3. The Commons at Calabasas

4. Parkway Calabasas Shopping Center

5. The Summit at Calabasas

6. Hilton Garden Inn Calabasas

7. The Anza A Calabasas Hotel

8. LA County Fire Dept. Station 68

9. LA County Fire Dept. Station 125

10. LA County Sheriff

11. Las Virgenes Municipal Water District
12. Calabasas Senior Center

13. Calabasas Tennis and Swim Center

14, Juan Bautista de Anza Park

15. Calabasas Village Mobile Estates

16. Belmont Village Senior Living Calabasas
17. Silverado Calabasas Memory Care Community

N
A 0 05 1 Mile
S S—

Figure VII-4
Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone
and Critical Facilities
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Updated Implementation Chapter

= Added water availability and climate projections to the list of topics
that require new data as part of Calabasas’ Resource Inventory
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CEQA Addendum e

*" The General Plan Update EIR analyzed updates to the Land Use,
Housing, Safety and Circulation Elements.

" Further updates to the Safety and Circulation Elements were made
which were analyzed in the Addendum (Exhibit F of the July 215t staff
report).

" There are no substantial changes or substantially important new
information that will cause the project to have significant new impacts
or substantially increase previously identified significant impacts.
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Recommended Planning Commission Action and Next Steps

1. Staff recommends that the Planning Commission approve and adopt
Planning Commission Resolution No. 2022 — 746, recommending to
the City Council approval of the proposed updates to the Calabasas
2030 General Plan Safety Element, Circulation Element, and
Implementation Chapter, as described in the staff report.

2. Submit Safety Element to State Board of Forestry and Fire
Protection.

3. City Council considers adoption of updated Circulation and Safety
Elements.
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Thank you for
your timel

Questions or comments?
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