
 

 

 

Memorandum 

 

To           : The Conservancy 
The Advisory Committee  

May 10, 2021 

 

From 

  
 

Subject: Consideration of resolution authorizing a grant of General Funds from the Wildfire Prevention 
Early Budget Action Funding Plan to the City of Calabasas for joint Emergency Operations 
Center improvements.  

 

 Staff Recommendation: 

That the Conservancy adopt the attached resolution authorizing a grant of General Funds from the 
Wildfire Prevention Early Budget Action Funding Plan to the City of Calabasas for joint Emergency 
Operations Center improvements in the amount of $450,000. 

 Legislative Authority: 

Section 33204 of the Public Resources Code; Section 13 of the Budget Act of 2020, Item 3010-02-
0001. 

 Background: 

On April 14, 2021, the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy announced that it received $12 million 
in the State Budget as part of Governor Newsom’s $536 million statewide Wildfire Prevention Early 
Budget Action Funding Plan to help improve California’s resilience to wildfires. The funding is 
intended to be used for projects that proactively reduce the risk of wildfire, strengthen wildfire 
resilience, increase carbon sequestration, rally against the effects of climate change, and dedicate more 
resources to local community infrastructure. The intent of the funding was to have the full amount 
spent immediately in preparation for the upcoming 2021 season, which is predicted to be severe. 
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Conservancy staff have coordinated with partner agencies, non-profit organizations, local tribes, and 
other stakeholders to quickly solicit proposals which could be implemented immediately. All 
proposals under consideration are consistent with early findings from the Conservancy’s Regional 
Forest and Fire Capacity Plan process. 

The attached application from the City of Calabasas proposes to add equipment and modifications to 
the City's Emergency Operations Center so that it can function as a Joint or Community EOC in the 
event that others' are unavailable. Improvements include the addition of a generator, additional 
communications equipment, and structure hardening measures to make the facility more resilient.  

Typically, Conservancy staff and grantees have several weeks to refine and coordinate the scope, 
timeline, budget, and other aspects of grant applications. Relative to other Conservancy grant 
programs, the Wildfire Resiliency Action Program has an accelerated rollout and a robust number of 
grants under consideration at the same time. Therefore, the attached resolution authorizes the 
Executive Director to make minor modifications to the grant proposal to ensure that the objectives of 
the Wildfire Prevention Early Budget Action Funding Plan are met.  

 Consideration: 

The grant application from the City of Calabasas is for $450,000. Calabasas will provide a match of 
$100,000 to fund the full project cost of $550,000. 

 

Attached: 

5-10-21 Calabasas-Grant Application 
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May 10, 2021 
 

Resolution No. 21-33 
 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY 
AUTHORIZING A GRANT OF GENERAL FUNDS FROM THE WILDFIRE PREVENTION 
EARLY BUDGET ACTION FUNDING PLAN TO THE CITY OF CALABASAS FOR JOINT 

EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER IMPROVEMENTS 
 
 
WHEREAS, the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy is authorized to award grants to cities, 
counties, recreation and park districts pursuant to Section 33204 of the Public Resources Code;  
   
WHEREAS, the State of California has authorized an expenditure of General Funds by the Santa 
Monica Mountains Conservancy for the the Wildfire Prevention Early Budget Action Funding 
Plan in Section 13 of the Budget Act of 2020, Item 3010-02-0001; 
  
WHEREAS, the City of Calabasas has requested a grant from the Wildfire Prevention Early 
Budget Action Funding Plan in the amount of $450,000 for Joint Emergency Operations Center 
improvements;  
    
WHEREAS, the proposed project is consistent with the Conservancy’s Strategic Objectives to 
implement the Santa Monica Mountains Comprehensive Plan and the Rim of the Valley Trail 
Corridor Master Plan, further cooperation with local governments in the region to secure open 
space and parkland, and develop long term capital improvement and maintenance plans; 
  
WHEREAS, the proposed project is consistent with the Santa Monica Mountains Comprehensive 
Plan and the Rim of the Valley Trail Corridor Master Plan; 
  
WHEREAS, the proposed project protects land and water resources; and  
  
WHEREAS, the proposed action is exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA): Now 
    
Therefore Be It Resolved, That the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy hereby: 
 
1. FINDS that the proposed action is consistent with the Santa Monica Mountains

Comprehensive Plan and the Rim of the Valley Trail Corridor Master Plan as adopted by 
the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy; 
  

2. FINDS that the proposed action is consistent with the Conservancy’s Strategic Objectives; 
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3. FINDS that the proposed action is exempt from the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); 
  

4. ADOPTS the staff report and recommendations dated May 10, 2021 for this item; 
  

5. ADOPTS all of the preceding whereas clauses; 
  

6. AUTHORIZES a grant of General Funds from the Wildfire Prevention Early Budget Action 
Funding Plan to the the City of Calabasas for Joint Emergency Operations Center 
improvements in the amount of $450,000;   
  

7. AUTHORIZES the Executive Director to make necessary changes to the proposed scope 
and budget to accomplish the objectives of the Wildfire Prevention Early Budget Action 
Plan; and  
  

8. FURTHER AUTHORIZES the Executive Director to execute the grant agreement and to 
perform any and all acts necessary to carry out this resolution; without limiting the generality 
of the foregoing, such authority shall include those provisions that he shall determine in the 
exclusive exercise of his discretion are necessary to carry out the purposes of this resolution 
and to comply with the policies of the Conservancy, and to otherwise carry out the 
provisions of state law and regulations. 

 
 

~End of Resolution~ 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution was adopted at a meeting of the Santa Monica 
Mountains Conservancy, duly noticed and held according to law on May 10, 2021 at various 
locations via videoconferencing, California. 
 
Date: May 10, 2021 
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