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Resource Conservation District of 

the Santa Monica Mountains

Special District of the State of CA

Promote land stewardship and resource conservation

Current services and projects:

Restoration services

Bio logica l  inventory

Environmental  educat ion

P lace-based journal i sm (d istance learning)

Community res i l ience and sustainable land-use

www.rcdsmm.org

Consider supporting the RCD with a tax-deductible donation. 
Thank you!

http://www.rcdsmm.org/
https://www.rcdsmm.org/donate/




How to increase wildfire resilience and maintain habitat quality in 

the southern California Wildland Urban interface?

- Reduce human ignitions and the frequency of large f ires

- Manage the WUI to maintain or re-establish native 

vegetation.

Guidance for Sustainable Defensible Space Landscaping 

in the SMMNRA and southern California
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Home hardening

• Start w i th the home

• F i re-res i s tant materia l s

• Prevent ember- intrus ion

What is available on defensiblespace.org?

Defensible Space

• Ember-res i s tant zone

• F i re-w i se  l andscap ing

• Ma in tenance and spac ing

Community Preparedness

• Communi ty p lanning

• Wi ld f i re  Ac t ion P lan

• S ign-up f or emergency a lerts

http://www.defensiblespace.org/


Location: Understand the WUI

• Unders tand the w i ld f i re  r i sk

• Ident i fy hab i tat  type

• Emergency resources  

Plants: Understand the environment

• What i s  a  “ f i re - res i s tant”  p lant?

• The benef i t s  o f  nat ive p lants

• Creating a  sus ta inab le l andscape

Resources and FAQ

• Sources  and addi t iona l  resources

What is available on defensiblespace.org?

http://www.defensiblespace.org/


Home 

Hardening

Start with the home



• Differentiate new construction and 

retrofit
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features



• Differentiate new construction and 

retrofit

• Divide content by architectural 

features

• Help people prioritize based on their 

budget



• Differentiate new construction and 

retrofit

• Divide content by architectural 

features

• Help people prioritize based on their 

budget

• Provide recommendations and 

background information



Landscape

The defensible space



• Differentiate new 

construction and existing
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• Divide content by zone



• Differentiate new 
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• Differentiate new 

construction and existing

• Divide content by zone

• Provide diagrams with built-in 

messages

• Recommendation list













FREE Programs 

by the RCDSMM

Home Ignition Zone Evaluation

Chipping and Composted Mulch Assistance

Defensible Space Consultation

Post-fire Native Vegetation Restoration



Home Ignition Zone 

Evaluations

A home evaluation is a 45-min review of the vulnerabi l i ty 

of the house and the landscape to wi ldf ire and ember-

ignit ion. 

During this assessment, a trained evaluator wi l l :

• review defens ib le  space and home hardening pr inc ip les

• make spec i f i c  recommendations  for the property

• d iscuss  sustainab le  f i re -wise landscape w i th CA nat ive p lants.

Partic ipat ing homeowners receive a detailed evaluation 

report identi fying 5 top priorit ies.

REGISTER AT https://www.rcdsmm.org/what-we-do/home-ignition-zone-evaluations/

https://www.rcdsmm.org/what-we-do/home-ignition-zone-evaluations/


A defensible space consultation is a 2-hour f ire-wise 

landscaping consultation performed by a qual i f ied 

landscape professional. 

During this consultation, the homeowner wi l l  receive:

• a review of  defensible  space concepts and the benef i ts  

of  p lant ing Cal i fornia nat ive p lants to support 

b iodivers i ty and reduce outdoor water use as  appropriate in 

each of  the f i re zones

• a printed plant l i st generated by the Ca lscape onl ine Garden 

P lanner spec i f i c  to the locat ion

• a s imple, s i te -spec i f i c  design p lan integrating sustainable 

defens ib le space guidel ines  about p lant locat ions  and 

spac ing in  se lected areas  of  the s i te.

Registrations open soon!

Defensible Space 

Consultations



Community Chipping and 

Mulch Program

This program aims at reducing wildf ire risk by removing 

hazardous vegetation and improving habitat quality by 

using a mulch /compost mix in landscaping.

• FREE ch ipping serv ices  

• Part i c ipants  are respons ib le  for preparing ch ipp ing p i l es

• Resul t ing mulch le f t  on s i te  to  be  mixed wi th  Grade A  

compost f rom the Las  V i rgenes Munic ipa l  Water D is tr i c t

• Compost  i s  FREE f or program part i c ipants

Assistance available for compost del ivery for partic ipants 

unable to pick-up compost.

REGISTER AT https://www.rcdsmm.org/what-we-do/community-chipping-program/

https://www.rcdsmm.org/what-we-do/community-chipping-program/


Post-Fire Native 

Vegetation Restoration

Homeowners and residents who have been impacted 

by wi ldf ires may be el igible for f ire recovery funding 

to restore native habitat on their property. 

The RCD can provide habitat design plans and 

assist homeowners in the restoration of burned 

areas.

CONTACT COMMUNITY RESILIENCE AT akunsch@rcdsmm.org



THANK YOU

Antoine Kunsch -

Community Resil ience 

Coordinator 

Resource Conservation District 

of the Santa Monica Mountains

akunsch@rcdsmm.org
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