
THEME: “HOW DO I RETHINK RECYCLING?”

COMMUNITY RECYCLING AWARENESS
2021 CALENDAR



Lilika Caldwell   |   2nd Grade   |   Bay Laurel Elementary School   |   Teacher: Angie LaMonte
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Ivanka Lishyk  |   1st Grade   |   Lupin Hill Elementary School   |   Teacher: Kay Hughes
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David Panah   |   4th Grade   |   Chaparral Elementary School   |   Teacher: Andrea Wilcox
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Isabella Bille   |   5th Grade   |   Bay Laurel Elementary School  |   Teacher: Khadija Taj
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Melody Huston   |   5th Grade   |   Lupin Hill Elementary School   |   Teacher: Claudine Mullenaux
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Nathan Geoola   |   3rd Grade   |   Bay Laurel Elementary School   |   Teacher: Rachel Golds
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Emerie Leisner   |   2nd Grade   |   Bay Laurel Elementary School   |   Teacher: Mary Bloom
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Alexandria Lawson   |   1st Grade   |   Lupin Hill Elementary School   |   Teacher: Lori Kruzeja
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Sophia Elie   |   8th Grade   |   A.E. Wright Middle School   |   Teacher: Ryan Bostrom
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Kai Graetz   |   4th Grade   |   Lupin Hill Elementary School   |   Teacher: Jennifer Wurtzel
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Kimiya Farmani  |   Kindergarten   |   Bay Laurel Elementary School   |   Teacher: Kathleen Sternbach



Living With Urban Coyotes

Everyone enjoys observing wildlife in its natural environment. However, many well-meaning residents of urban hillside and rural areas have promoted an unnatural boldness in coyotes by  
intentionally or unintentionally feeding them. Recognize that the coyote is indigenous to Calabasas. We built our city in the coyote’s backyard and the coyote has adapted to this environment.  
We should adapt to the presence of the coyote. There are precautions residents should take to mitigate unwanted interactions.

What You Can Do to Protect Your Family, Pets,  
Poultry and Livestock?
 

Coyotes are capable of scaling fences up to 
six feet high.  They will also dig under fences.  
They can be deterred by a solid fencing with 
no visibility to the inside. Bury the bottom  
of the fence at least six to twelve inches  
underground to prevent the coyote from  
digging underneath. A covered enclosure set 
up with a pet door will permit your pet to go 
safely outdoors. 
 
Coyotes are wild animals and should be treated as such. No attempt should  
be made to pet or otherwise make contact with them.
 
Chicken, rabbits, and other small animals often kept outside should be kept 
in well-protected areas and in sturdy cages at night. Cages made of chicken 
wire will not keep desperate coyotes or other predators from entering. 
Stronger gauge wiring is a necessity in protecting these small animals. City 
residents are advised to give special attention to the following do’s and 
don’ts: 
 
DO’S
• Keep your cat or small dog indoors at night or any other time when a  
 coyote is  known to be in the area 
• Accompany your small dog in a well-lighted area at night for comfort walks 
• Walk your dog on a leash whenever you take it off of your property 
• Confine poultry and rabbits in covered enclosures constructed with  
 heavy  mesh  wire. Coyotes can break through ordinary chicken wire 
• Keep all outdoor trash can lids securely fastened to trash containers 
• Pick backyard fruit as soon as it ripens and keep rotten fruit off  
 the ground

DON’TS
• Don’t feed wild animals 
• Don’t leave pet food outside, particularly at night 
• Don’t allow pets to roam from home, especially at night 
• Don’t leave water bowls for pets outdoors 
• Don’t leave garbage containers open 
• Don’t leave water in birdbaths or bird seed outdoors for songbirds

Anticoagulant Rodenticides Are you poisoning your pets and wildlife?
 
Anticoagulant rodenticides, more commonly known as rat poisons, kill more than just rats. Support our City’s 
resolution against the selling and usage of anticoagulant rodenticides and help protect our wildlife and pets. 

The Truth about Poisons 

Using rodenticides produces short-term results but do not solve pest problems in the long term. The poison leads to a slow, 
painful death for all animals that ingest it, whether it’s a pest, wildlife or domestic pet. As the animals weaken, they become 
easy prey for predators and opportunistic scavengers, killing animals that feed on poisoned prey (secondary exposure). 
This affects both the predator/scavenger and their offspring.

Death by Poison

Diphacinone, Brodifacoum, Bromasdiolone. These are the potent anticoagulants usually set in bait box stations. Once 
ingested, these poisons may take up to two weeks before causing death by internal bleeding. 

What Can We Do? 

The Calabasas City Council adopted Resolution No. 2013-1379 urging businesses in Calabasas to no longer sell or use 
anticoagulant rodenticides, urging all property owners to cease purchasing or using anticoagulant rodenticides on their 
properties in Calabasas, and committing the City of Calabasas to not using anticoagulant rodenticides as part of its mainte-
nance program for City-owned parks and facilities.

Alternatives to Manage Pests 

Remove sources of food or strong odors around your property Remove any standing water (including fountains) and repair 
leaky pipes Remove any sources of shelter: wood piles, boxes, tires, debris and overgrown plants 

Access

Seal all cracks and crevices that may lead into your home, garage, attic, and crawl space Use quarter inch metal mesh 
(not chicken wire) to seal off entry points, and steel wool for smaller holes. Keep a 2 foot space between bushes, remove 
tree limbs within 3 feet of roofs and keep grass 2 inches tall

Tips

Use alternatives to poisons such as: Physical traps Natural repellants such as the scents of natural predators Barn owl 
nesting boxes; owls are very efficient rodent control.

There are NO SAFE POISONS. Poisons are still a danger to unintended victims such as wildlife, domestic pets, and children. 
“Pests,” such as rodents, serve a very important purpose in our ecosystem as food chain sources for other wildlife and as 
seed dispersers perpetuating the growth of vegetation. By using alternative methods in our homes and gardens, we can 
alleviate many rodent and pest problems, while allowing all animals to continue to play the vital roles they fulfill in nature.

Toxic Food Chain 

Scientists are finding these extremely potent poisons in a wide range of wildlife. Many animals come into direct contact 
with rat poisons, while others, like owls, come into contact by eating rats that have been poisoned.



100 Civic Center Way
Calabasas, CA 91302-3172

818.224.1600

Dispose Of Your Batteries the Right Way

In the last 10 years, over 800 documented cases of “battery incidents” have occurred  
in the US during the transportation of dry cell batteries.  Incidents range from  
batteries leaking, breaking or catching fire, usually due to improper packaging or lack 
of insulation of batteries.  The collision of battery terminals can result in discharging or 
dangerous buildups of heat.

US Department of Transportation has established new regulations for handling,  
shipping and transportation of dry cell batteries.  The new regulations require that 
batteries be properly insulated while being transported.  This can be done simply  
by taping the positive (+) end of each battery with tape or stickers before depositing 

them into collection bins. 

Backyard Composting

Backyard composting is an attractive, simple method of managing organic wastes 
at home. It has the advantage of being readily adaptable to fit individual lifestyles, 
income, yard size, and overall ambition. Backyard composting can be performed 
by a variety of methods. Typically, these include placing materials in open piles, 
burying materials in pits or trenches and enclosing materials in drums or bins 
(e.g., holding bins, turning bins, and worm bins). In order to heat up properly, 
compost piles should be at least one cubic yard in size. This provides the minimal 
insulation required to sustain the high temperatures in the core of the pile.  
Composting bins can either be commercial units, or can be simply constructed 
from inexpensive materials with little carpentry skills.  

Start the composting process with 50%  
green materials and 50% brown materials  
cut into pieces no larger than 1” in size. 
Mix the materials and add water every 7-10 
days. Your compost is ready to use when it’s 
dark brown, crumbly and smells like fresh  
turned earth.

The compost produced by composting is 
an excellent soil conditioner. It enhances 
the structure of soil by binding soil particles 

together. This improves aeration and helps soil to retain water and nutrients. 
Compost also improves drainage in clay soils and water retention in sandy 
soils. Compost improves the buffering capacity of the soil and minimizes adverse  
effects to plants due to extreme shifts in soil pH. Adding compost to soil also 
attracts earthworms, which aerate the soil and add additional nutrients to  
the soil. Compost can store nutrients and release them slowly for use by  
surrounding plants. Although highly beneficial for soil, most composts are not 
considered fertilizers because they lack the amount of nitrogen necessary to  
be classed a fertilizer.  For more information, please visit  
http://dpw.lacounty.gov/epd/sg/bc.cfm.

Green Materials
• Grass clippings 
•   Garden trimmings 
•   Green leaves 
•   Livestock manure 
•   Fruit and vegetable scraps 
•   Coffee grounds and filters 
•   Tea leaves and bags

Brown Materials
• Wood chips and sawdust 
•   Shredded yard wastes 
•   Pine and fir needles 
•   Straw and hay 
•   Dry grass and leaves 
•   Nut shells 
•   Stale bread 
•   Shredded paper 

Cover design contest winner:

Ruben Krdilyan
2nd Grade,  

Bay Laurel Elementary School
Teacher: Ms. Atkins

FREE Used Oil and Water Based Paint Round-Up
Second Saturday of every other month from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the  

Calabasas City Hall located at 100 Civic Center Way.
 
January, March, May, July, September, November
 

Accepted Waste: Antifreeze, Automobile Batteries, Used Motor Oil, Oil 

Filters and Water Based Paint.

Please do not bring any other hazardous waste or chemicals.

Step 1:  

Use tape or  
Insulating sticker

Step 2:  

Place tape on  
positive (+) end

Step 3: 

Fold tape 
over edges

Please ensure the 

safety of our roads 

and the continued 

success of our  

battery recycling 

program. Insulate 

the positive (+) end 

before disposing of 

your battery!

Cover design contest winner:
Kseniia Kozulina

8th Grade,

A.E. Wight Middle School

Teacher: Ryan Bostrom


