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Dry Canyon Creek

The upper extent of the Dry Canyon Creek watershed is located in the Calabasas
Highlands area, flowing in a northeasterly direction generally parallel to
Mulholland Highway (DCC-22 and 23). In this area, the creek channel supports
large willows, and surrounding upland vegetation consists of chaparral and
coastal sage scrub. After emerging from the underground culvert and passing
south under Mulholland Highway, the creek bends to flow southwest adjacent to
Viewpoint School, where the bottom and banks have been stabilized with
concrete and rock walls (DCC—19 through 21).

Dry Canyon Creek then passes south of the horse stable southwest of the
intersection of Mulholland Highway and Old Topanga Canyon Road where areas
of the creek bank have been stabilized with a mixture of rocks and concrete
(DCC-18). A wooden bridge also crosses the creek at this location.

Before crossing back under Mulholland Highway to the north, the creek is joined
by a tributary that flows north along Old Topanga Road (DCC-16 and 17). The
tributary flows adjacent to the road collecting runoff from storm water culverts
and street flows and is constricted in several locations by driveway culverts. The
surrounding vegetation community along this segment is primarily oak woodland.

North of the Mulholland Highway/Old Topanga Canyon Road intersection, Dry
Canyon Creek flows through Headwaters Corner property, then along the west
side of Old Topanga Canyon Road before passing into an underground culvert
south of Palm Drive (DCC-12 through 15). The creek travels underground for
about 0.5 mile before emerging in a residential area near Wrencrest Drive. As the
creek continues to the north, the channel is characterized by a gentle slope,
natural bottom, and riparian vegetation (DCC-04 through 11). The floodplain in
this area is constricted by crib walls that stabilize the adjacent terrace for
surrounding residential uses. The crib wall on the western side of the creek ends
near the northern boundary of Calabasas and the floodplain expands into a park
area containing mature oak trees. A 12-foot-wide cement ramp descends from
Park Paloma above to the west into the creek channel.

North of Calabasas, Dry Canyon Creek crosses into Los Angeles City (DCC-01,
02 and 03). The natural channel is then contained in a box culvert that continues
under the Ventura Freeway. North of the Ventura Freeway, Dry Canyon Creek
joins McCoy Creek to form Calabasas Creek.

The analysis of identified projects on Dry Canyon Creek resulted in nine
construction projects listed in Tables 1B and 2B. Table 1B includes seven
proposed habitat improvement projects that are entirely contained within
Calabasas City Limits. Table 2B includes two habitat improvement projects that

are either entirely or partially outside of Calabasas City Limits. The total
est|'mated design and construction cost for implementation of all nine proposed
projects on Dry Canyon Creek is slightly under $800,000.
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