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PREFACE

This project was undertaken in January, 1999,
and due to a variety of reasons it was not
completed until now. For this reason, some of
the data may be different than the currently
existing conditions, For example, the Malibu
Terrace development began earthwork one year
ago, however, the Ahmanson Ranch
development is still being contested. Also, some
of the landuse data has changed as industrial park
development adjacent to the freeway fills in.

The 606 Studio at Cal Poly presents an
opportunity for graduate students to perform a
planning process as the culminating work fora
Masters degree in Landscape Architecture. The
closer the process is to “real world” conditions,
the better, and often funding is sought from the
public or private sector. The projects are usually
undertaken by groups of three or four students
in lieu of an individual thesis, although some
students do create individual projects.

The Las Virgenes Creek Revitalization and
Creek Protection Plan was originally envisioned
as a group project in order to address watershed-
scale issues; the City of Calabasas approved
funding for this endeavor. Although all parties
were enthusiastic about the project, the student
pool was not great enough that particular year to
form a group; as such, the initial project scale
and timeline could not be met.

The project was then performed by one student,
and was scaled down to focus more directly on
the creek, although this was still done within the
context of the watershed. Also, instead of
funding from Calabasas, the project was partially
funded by the Graduate Landscape Architecture
Department (GLAD) fund.

This document is meant to be very readable—
enough data to make it sound, but not so much
as to turn away readers; graphics are presented as

closely to the accompanying text as possible.
The audience is desired to be broad, and the
study introduces ideas that may not be
concetved from detailed work that is often
presented in watershed studies. Also, as an
endeavor in Landscape Architecture, it is
important to keep in mind that physical form is
the final product, and this is what the
document concentrates on in the section
“Opportunities and Recommendations.”

I hope that this document will be used by the
community as a reference and inspiration for
stewardship, and to create plans that include
“big ideas” that positively influence the area for
many generations.
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