
  EXHIBIT B 

CMC Section 17.20.070 - Design Considerations. 

A. General Design Guidelines. The following General Urban Design Guidelines shall be utilized by the 
architectural review panel in their review of all development as specified below. The guidelines also 
apply to the expansion of existing commercial, office and business park development, and the 
addition of housing units within an existing multifamily development.  

1. The size, height, bulk, and location of buildings are to be managed in relation to the size of the 
parcel and overall site design to avoid a crowded appearance, preserve a visual appearance of 
openness, and to maintain the existing low rise character of Calabasas.  

2. New development shall be, as much as feasible, compatible with the surrounding environment 
and existing developments. Inclusion of gateways which create a visual sense of entry in all 
developments is encouraged.  

a. Gateways or entry features should range in scale as appropriate with their importance, and 
may identify an entrance to the city, neighborhood, development project, or single building.  

b. Gateways or entry features should include enriched paving, raised medians, signage, 
landscaping, and other features as appropriate.  

3. All exterior wall elevations of buildings and screen walls shall have architectural treatments 
which enhance their appearance.  

a. Uniform materials and consistent style should be evident within all exterior elevations. 

b. Secondary accent materials and colors should be used to highlight building features and 
provide visual interest.  

4. The use of transition and buffering techniques will be required where one or more of the 
following situations exist:  

a. Along the boundaries between residential and business uses; 

b. At the edge of areas being preserved because of their environmental sensitivity or 
significance.  

5. New multi-family, commercial, office, and business park developments shall emphasize 
pedestrian level activities by utilizing the following techniques in addition to those discussed as 
part of air quality performance standards set forth in Section 17.29.030 of this development 
code:  

a. Incorporate a central plaza or main visual focus which is oriented toward pedestrians; 

b. Incorporate plaza areas which can be used as informal gathering places; 

c. Utilize "street furniture" (planters, benches, bike racks, trash receptacles) to create and 
enhance open spaces; and  

d. Within commercial, office, and business park developments, encourage architectural styles 
which provide covered verandas and other similar pedestrian-oriented shade features.  

6. New development within the freeway corridor shall comply with following urban design 
guidelines:  

a. Landscaped setbacks for structures and required parking spaces shall be used in such a 
manner as to soften the appearance of development along the freeway right-of-way. These 
setbacks are to be of a sufficient distance and density, and are to be designed to make the 
landscaping, rather than the development, the dominant visual feature for freeway 
motorists.  

b. Structures may be set back various distances from the freeway right-of-way to avoid flat, 
straight walls at the edge of a fixed setback line.  
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c. Project site plans may be oriented either to the freeway or to the adjacent street but in 
either case should provide an equal amount of site amenities throughout the project. 
Buildings should not turn their backs completely to either the freeway or adjacent street(s).  

d. Building forms and elevations should create interesting roof silhouettes, strong patterns of 
light and shadow, and integrated architectural detail. Box-like structures and flat 
monotonous facades are to be avoided.  

e. Buildings visible from the freeway, regardless of their orientation, are to be designed to 
provide the same level of architectural detail on the freeway elevation as on other 
elevations.  

f. Buildings should maintain a low profile and be visually integrated with the natural terrain to 
the greatest extent possible.  

g. Building materials should blend with the colors and textures of the surrounding hillsides. 
The use of mirrored glass is strongly discouraged.  

h. Buildings that have the potential to impact views from the freeway shall submit viewshed 
studies to determine visual impacts.  

7. New business park development shall comply with following urban design guidelines: 

a. Business park and office development shall have a quality, contemporary, low-rise, 
campus-like design.  

b. A variety of structure and parking setbacks should be provided in order to avoid long 
monotonous facades and to create diversity within the project.  

c. Setbacks from property lines should be provided proportionate to the scale of the building 
and in consideration of adjacent development. Larger buildings require additional setback 
areas for a balance of scale and so as not to impose on neighboring uses.  

d. Placement of structures should create opportunities for plazas, courts, or gardens. 

e. The main elements of appropriate business park design include the following: 

i. A low-rise campus-like setting with strong pedestrian orientation; 

ii. Plazas, courtyards, and landscaped open space; 

iii. Convenient access, visitor parking, and on-site circulation; 

iv. Service areas located at the sides and rear of structures; 

v. Screening of outdoor storage, work areas, and equipment; and 

vi. An emphasis on the primary business entry with significant landscaping. 

f. Parking lots should not be the dominant visual element on the site. Large expansive paved 
areas located between the street and the buildings are to be avoided in favor of smaller 
multiple lots separated by buildings and landscaping.  

g. Buildings should be located on "turf islands," where the main entrance does not directly 
abut paved parking areas. A minimum five- to seven-foot wide landscape strip should be 
provided between parking areas and buildings.  

h. Parking lots adjacent to and visible from public rights-of-way should be screened from view 
through combinations of earth berms, low screen walls, changes in elevation, and 
landscaping.  

i. A variety of design techniques, including color, should be used to help overcome plain 
semi-industrial buildings constructed in unattractive, "box-like" forms, and to achieve the 
character of development that reinforces Calabasas' low-rise image.  
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j. There should be a consistent use of colors, materials, and detailing throughout all 
elevations of a building. As such, elevations which do not directly face a street should 
likewise receive architectural treatment.  

k. Encourage the use of architectural elements to define the main entrance and organize 
space at the ground plane (e.g., arcades, colonnades, and covered walkways). These 
elements shall reinforce the pedestrian scale of a building and contribute to its overall low-
rise character.  

l. Refuse containers, service areas, loading docks, and other similar facilities shall be (i) be 
located out of view from the general public or fully screened; and (ii) not interfere with 
parking and circulation.  

8. New development shall comply with following streetscape design guidelines: 

a. Provide landscaping and trees along streets to act as a buffer for developed sites from 
street noise and other disturbances. This landscaping shall maintain safe site distances for 
pedestrians and motorist. In addition, this landscaping should serve the following functions: 
climate and glare control, aesthetics, architectural enhancement, erosion protection, and 
delineation of space.  

b. Provide functional travel routes for pedestrians, and, where designated, for bicyclists, 
horse riders, hikers, joggers, these travel routes shall be buffered from automobile traffic.  

c. Provide visually attractive and physically comfortable environments which encourage the 
congregation of people. These environments shall be integrated with similar environments 
of adjacent private property.  

d. Provide visually attractive environments for motorists and users of public transportation. 

e. Combine plant materials with man-made structures to (i) visually soften the built-up 
environment, (ii) clean the air, and (iii) reduce the heat island effect caused by pavement 
and concrete.  

f. Plant palettes and irrigation systems shall be designed to be water efficient. The emphasis 
in plant selection should be on native and naturalized plants.  

g. Where they are relevant to landscaping issues, cultural, environmental, and historical 
considerations should be considered when selecting a plant palette for the streetscape.  

h. Landscape plans should account for the size of plants when they are mature so as to avoid 
an overgrown appearance. Landscape plans shall protect necessary sight visibility 
triangles for all motorists. Landscape plans shall avoid conflicts with existing utilities.  

i. Street landscaping shall be composed of plants which are suitable for road side 
environments and have tolerance for high levels of reflected heat and glare and vehicle air 
pollutant emissions. These plants should be easy to maintain and replace.  

j. Existing mature trees should, wherever feasible, be retained in roadway design. 

k. Trees should be used to provide (i) scale, (ii) unify unrelated elements, (iii) overhead and 
vertical planes to create sheltered spaces, (iv) shade and block winds, and (v) either 
screening of undesirable views or enhance desirable views.  

l. Shrubs should be used to provide mid-level vertical planes so as to (i) create space, (ii) 
screen or enhance views, (iii) direct and guide circulation, and (iv) provide a protective 
barrier between pedestrian and vehicular circulation.  

m. Groundcovers should be used to provide ground level visual interest and direct and guide 
pedestrian and bicycle circulation.  

n. The design and location of street furniture should not reduce sightlines for motorists or 
conflicts with existing utilities.  
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o. Lighting should accommodate street uses during the evening and promote security through 
well-lit pedestrian walkways. notwithstanding the foregoing, lighting shall fully comply with 
the city's dark night sky policy.  

p. Where a distinctive aesthetic street character is important, such as in Old Town, the types 
and colors of lighting fixtures should be consistent with that character. In all other areas of 
the city, decorative lighting fixtures should be used.  

q. Pedestrian furniture (e.g., benches, planter seating, trash containers, drinking fountains, 
and other similar fixtures or items) should enhance the aesthetic character of pedestrian 
gathering places. Pedestrian furniture should also be (i) compatible with a streetscape 
theme, (ii) durable, (iii) easily maintained, and (iv) easily replaced.  

r. As pedestrian furniture is both in the public right-of-way and on private property, the style 
and placement of furniture should be coordinated on public and private property, and 
should not interfere with pedestrian use of the sidewalk.  

s. Benches and planters should provide comfortable and adequate seating. 

t. Trash containers should be of such size and quantity so as to discourage littering. 

u. Transportation-related furniture (e.g., bicycle parking, bus shelters, bus benches, 
pedestrian channelization features, railings, bollards) should accommodate and encourage 
the use of non-automobile travel modes, without blocking sidewalk travel.  

v. Bus passenger waiting areas should be placed between the sidewalk and the street where 
adequate space exists. Inadequate space or driveway proximity may necessitate placing 
the passenger shelter behind the sidewalk.  

w. The design of utilities (e.g., traffic signal boxes, power poles, transformers, underground 
cables) should minimize the visual presence of these features within the streetscape.  

9. Design Guidelines for Second Stories of Single Family Homes. The following guidelines shall be 
utilized by the architectural review panel and community development director in their review of 
new second story additions or new two story homes. Alternative design features may be 
allowed, if the reviewing body finds they are consistent with the intent of the guidelines.  

a. Changes in wall planes and consistent level of articulation should be incorporated into 
every elevation of the home visible from public view.  

b. Street facing elevations should incorporate architectural features that indicate where a first 
story ends and a second story begins. For example, floor delineations can be 
accomplished by adding rooflines.  

c. Where appropriate, some portions of the second story roof should be lowered to the gutter 
or eave line of the first story roof to reduce the apparent volume of the building.  

d. Building heights should be compatible with the size of a lot, as well as the context of the 
surrounding neighborhood. The height of a structure should be compatible with the 
established building heights in the neighborhood.  

e. First and second story plate heights should be consistent with the other homes in the 
neighborhood.  

f. Long, uninterrupted side walls should be avoided. Second stories should be setback 
further from the side property line than the first floor.  

g. If it would safeguard the privacy of an adjacent neighbor's backyard or the interior of his or 
her home, second story should include one or more of the following: (i) stagger or alternate 
windows, (ii) utilize clerestory windows, and (iii) on side elevations fix or obscure windows 
to a height of six feet above the second floor, (iv) permanent exterior louvers to a height of 
six feet above the second floor or (v) incorporate a sill height of five feet or greater.  
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h. Colors and materials should be consistent with the colors and materials utilized for the 
existing house.  

B. Old Town Calabasas. Proposed development and new land uses within the CT zoning district shall 
comply with the Old Town Master Plan and Design Guidelines.  

C. Scenic Corridor Areas. Proposed development and new land uses within a scenic corridor 
designated by the -SC overlay zoning district shall comply with the city's Scenic Corridor 
Development Guidelines.  

D. Specific Design Guidelines Areas. Proposed development and new land uses within any area for 
which the city has adopted specific design guidelines shall comply with those design guidelines.  

(Ord. No. 2010-265, § 3, 1-27-2010; Ord. No. 2014-310, § 1(Att. A), 2-12-2014)  

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=634779&datasource=ordbank

