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Date: October 5, 2015
To: Michael Klein, Planner
Organization: City of Calabasas, CA
From: Rincon Consultants/Stephanie Lopez
Email: mklein@cityofcalabasas.com
cc: Lindsey Sarquilla (Rincon), Joe Power (Rincon)
Re: Rondell Hotel Oak Tree Report

Dear Mr. Klein,

Rincon’s certified arborist, Stephanie Lopez, conducted a peer review of the City’s Oak Tree
Preservation and Protection Guidelines, the project plans, and the Oak Tree Report prepared by L.
Newman Design Group, Inc., dated April 27, 2015, to determine completeness and accuracy of the oak
tree report.

Based on the report findings and a brief site visit conducted by Ms. Lopez, no oak trees would be
removed as a result of the proposed project. The report addresses the City’s requirements for a Request
to Alter permit, which are significantly less detailed than the requirements for a Request to Remove
permit. The Oak Tree Report includes the major topical requirements for a Request to Alter Permit.
However, the report is not well organized, is lacking a couple of sections and we would recommend
the following improvements to fulfill all the requirements outlined by the City.

Insert the following missing sections:
. Justification statement
. Description of work

Further, the City’s Guidelines for a Request to Alter permit categorize impacts to trees such as Pruning,
Encroachment, and Change of Grade. In the Results of Study Section 2B, some information for trees is
provided but it is not clear what the impacts to the canopy would be and the term “pruning” is not
consistent with the definition in the Guidelines. It would be much clearer if the table had a column for
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each category and an “x” if it pertains to each tree. The notes could be included in a “Notes” column.
Additional comments were provided in the report with specific feedback or a request for correction.

In June 2015 the revised report was reviewed by Rincon. On June 17, 2015 Rincon submitted an email to
you noting that 2 highlighted comments from our previous email were not addressed in the report;

however, the revisions and analysis are sufficient. Our review has been completed.

Thank you for the opportunity to work with you on this important project.






