
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 
 
 
DATE:    DECEMBER 5, 2016  
 
TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS 
 
FROM: ROBERT YALDA, PE. T.E., PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR/CITY 

ENGINEER 
  ALEX FARASSATI, PH.D., ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES SUPERVISOR  
 
SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH 

NEWSEM AG, INC. (DBA GREENE TREE CARE) IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$186,460.00 FOR TREE REMOVAL AND VEGETATION 
MANAGEMENT OF LAS VIRGENES CREEK RESTORATION PROJECT – 
PHASE II 

 
MEETING DECEMBER 14, 2016  
DATE: 
 
 
SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council approve a professional services agreement 
with Newsem Ag, Inc. (DBA Greene Tree Care) in the amount of $186,460.00 for 
vegetation management of Las Virgenes Creek Restoration Project – Phase II. 
 
BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION: 
 
Phase II of the Las Virgenes Creek restoration project calls for construction of 
nearly 1.5 miles of creekside trail, stabilizing the banks, restoring the creek and 
removing barriers to fish migration in Las Virgenes Creek between Agoura Road and 
D’Anza Park. This project will include establishing a walking trail along the creek, 
creating a habitat and water quality educational center and several public access 
points to the creek.   
 
Broken concrete liner that has created barriers shall be removed and the banks shall 
be stabilized in order to reduce sediment and nutrient loading in the creek.  Once 

Approved by City Manager: 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 2  



 2 
 

completed, this project will restore the creek to its natural state, improve water 
quality, and provide additional open space in a dense urbanized environment.   
 
Draft designs were presented to stakeholders and the general public on August 6, 
2015 during a public workshop.  Based on comments received, the updated design 
was presented to the Environmental Commission on September 1, 2015 and to the 
City Council on October 28, 2015.  Residents and stakeholders had a second 
chance to review final designs during another workshop held on November 12, 
2015.  On December 9, 2015, the City Council Adopted the Resolution 2015-1479 
approving the Mitigated Negative Declaration pursuant to CEQA.  
 
The final designs were presented to all regulatory agencies including the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, Army Corp of Engineers, Regional Water Quality 
Control Board and County of Los Angeles Public Works Department for review and 
approval.  Most regulatory permits have already been secured. 
 
The first phase of tree removal and vegetation management was completed in 
October 2016. The 2nd phase includes removing small, medium and large 
invasive/non-native species, dead trees and bushes and removing debris from the 
creek bed and creek banks along 1.5 miles of the creek to prepare the ground for 
future construction.   
 
City issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) on November 3, 2016 and received 3 
proposals from the following contractors: 
 

 Mariposa Landscapes, Inc.  $495,900.00 
 Stay Green, Inc.   $190,130.00 
 Greene Tree Care   $186,460.00 

 
After careful review and evaluation, the lowest proposer was selected to perform 
the tasks outlined in the RFP. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
 
The funding for this contract is provided thru Account No. 40-319-6502-38, 
previously approved by the City Council.  The funding for this project in the amount 
of $2,797,435 is provided from the following sources:  
 

a) $676,735 funded under Urban Stream Restoration Program administered by 
California Department of Water Resources,  

b) $645,200 funded under Proposition 84 – Integrated Regional Water 
Management Plan,  

c) $980,500 funded through Proposition 84 administered by the Santa Monica 
Mountains Conservancy, and  
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d) $495,000 from River Parkway Grant administered by the California Natural 
Resources Agency.  

 
REQUESTED ACTION: 
 
That the City Council approve a professional services agreement with Newsem Ag, 
Inc. (DBA Greene Tree Care) in the amount of $186,460.00 for vegetation 
management of Las Virgenes Creek Restoration Project – Phase II. 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
 
Professional Services Agreement with Newsem Ag, Inc. (DBA Greene Tree Care) 


