
 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT 
 

 
DATE:    JANUARY 7, 2008  
 
TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBERS 
 
FROM: MAUREEN TAMURI, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
  TOM BARTLETT, CITY PLANNER 
  TALYN MIRZAKHANIAN, PLANNER  
 
SUBJECT: ADOPTION OF RESOLUTION NO. 2008-1115, APPROVING THE 

REMOVAL OF ONE HERITAGE OAK TREE AND ONE NON-HERITAGE 
OAK TREE AND ENCROACHMENT INTO THE PROTECTED ZONE OF 
THREE NON-HERITAGE OAK TREES IN ORDER TO CONSTRUCT A 
SEVENTY-FIVE UNIT AFFORDABLE SENIOR HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 
FOR HOUSEHOLDS EARNING BETWEEN THIRTY AND SIXTY 
PERCENT OF THE AREA MEDIAN INCOME, WITH A SUBTERRANEAN 
PARKING GARAGE AT 4803 EL CANON AVENUE, IN THE 
COMMERCIAL, OLD TOWN (CT) ZONING DISTRICT. 

 
MEETING JANUARY 16, 2008 
DATE: 
 
 
SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the City Council adopt Resolution No. 2008-1115 (Attachment A) approving 
File No. OAK-007-010. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
On December 8, 2006, the applicant, Thomas Safran Associates, submitted a 
Conditional Use Permit and Site Plan Review application for a 75 unit senior 
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affordable housing development with subterranean garage for households earning 
between thirty and sixty percent of the Area Median Income.   
 
The project proposes construction of 75 affordable senior housing units on a 
42,176 square-foot (0.96 acres) parcel.  Development would include the 
construction of two, three-story buildings that would have a total floor area of 
52,825 square-feet.  The buildings would be connected by a network of landscaped 
walkways.  Parking is provided in a subterranean garage with access from El Canon 
Avenue.  The buildings would be comprised of 74 one-bedroom units ranging from 
550 square-feet to 650 square-feet, one two-bedroom unit at 1,124 square-feet 
intended to house the on-site manager, and various recreation rooms.  The design 
of the project incorporates an “early western” architectural theme, in conformance 
with the Old Town Master Plan and Design Guidelines.  The project would require 
demolition and removal of one existing primary residential structure, two accessory 
residential structures, multiple storage sheds, fencing and an above-ground pool.  
Detailed information on the proposed project can be found in the Planning 
Commission staff report included as Attachment B (without exhibits).        
 
Through the review process, staff determined that construction of the proposed 
project would impact a number of protected oak trees.  Subsequently, on May 9, 
2007, the applicant submitted an application for an Oak Tree Permit (OAK-007-
010). The application for the Oak Tree Permit included an Oak Tree Report 
prepared for the subject site by LSA Associates, Inc.  The report identified fourteen 
(14) coast live oak trees (Quercus agrifolia) on the property, thirteen (13) of which 
have diameters at breast height (DBH) of at least two (2) inches and therefore 
qualify as protected oaks.  One of these trees is a heritage oak tree, with a DBH of 
28 inches.   
 
Prepared during an earlier phase of the project, the report stated that six of the 
inventoried oak trees would need to be removed in order for the proposed building 
and parking garage to be constructed.  No impacts were proposed to the protected 
zones of the remaining oak trees.  The report identified mitigation measures for 
both removed and retained oak trees. 
 
The proposed removal of oak trees triggered the preparation of a Mitigated 
Negative Declaration.  Per Sections 21159.23 and 21159.21 of CEQA, an 
affordable housing project of this sort is exempt from CEQA unless it proposes 
removal of any species protected by local ordinance.  Therefore, an MND for this 
project was prepared, circulated and certified.  In the Biological Resources section 
of the MND, impacts to oak trees were reviewed and mitigation measures 
identified. 
 
Discussion of oak trees in the MND was based on the original oak tree report that 
identified the removal of six trees.  However, heavy winds in Autumn 2007 caused 
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oak tree No. 12 to fall; therefore, this particular tree no longer requires a permit for 
removal.  Additionally, through revisions to the project, the applicant has made it 
possible to save trees No. 8, 9, and 10 instead of removing them.  Based on the 
final report approved by the City arborist (Attachment D), only three of the 
protected oak trees will be removed for the construction of the proposed buildings 
and garage.  The project will encroach into the protected zone of trees No. 8, 9, 
and 10, but no impacts are proposed to the remainder of the protected oaks. 
 
On January 3, 2008, the Planning Commission reviewed the project at a noticed 
public hearing.  After thorough review and discussion, the Commission 
unanimously voted to adopt Resolution No. 08-407 (see Attachment E) approving 
File No(s). SPR-006-101 and CUP-600-025 and adopting the associated Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (per Calabasas Municipal Code 17.60.020, the Planning 
Commission renders the decision for Conditional Use Permits).  The Commission 
also adopted Resolution No. 08-408 (see Attachment F) recommending to City 
Council approval of OAK-007-010.                             
 
DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS: 

 
The applicant is requesting removal of one heritage oak tree and one non-heritage 
oak tree in order to construct the proposed 75 unit senior affordable housing 
development. The applicant cooperated with the City arborist in an attempt to 
minimize the number of oak trees identified for removal.  The proposed removals 
and encroachments are warranted to enable reasonable and conforming use of this 
property.  The required findings from Section 17.26.070 of the Municipal Code are 
made in Resolution 2008-1115.       
 
Pursuant to section 17.26.070, the applicant is required to provide inch-for-inch 
replacement as mitigation for the removed oak trees.  The City arborist has 
reviewed the applicant’s Oak Tree Report along with the proposed mitigation 
measures and has recommended approval, given a number of conditions included in 
Resolution No. 2008-1115.  The applicant is also required to implement the 
mitigation measures identified in the Biological Resources section of the MND 
(Attachment C, pages 15 – 20).  Per the conditions of approval and the mitigation 
measures in the MND, all impacts made to oak trees will be mitigated by the 
applicant.       
 
FISCAL IMPACT/SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
 
None 
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REQUESTED ACTION: 
 
Staff recommends that the City Council adopt Resolution No. 2008-1115, 
approving File No. OAK-007-010. 
 
ATTACHMENTS:  
 
Attachment A- City Council Resolution No. 2008-1115 
Attachment B- Planning Commission Staff Report 
Attachment C- Final MND (available by request or on City website) 
Attachment D- Oak Tree Report dated December 20, 2007 
Attachment E- Planning Commission Resolution No. 08-407 
Attachment F- Planning Commission Resolution No. 08-408 
Attachment G- Site Plans and Elevations  
 


